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End Poverty As We Know It
(Not Welfare)!
GRACE ROSS AND THE
WOMEN,S ALLIANCE
The Womens Alliance is a racially
mixed, member-run community
group, working to enable low-income
women to take control over their lives.
The Alliance offers women information and support for self-advocacy,
experience in organizing, and skills
and guidance in working toward longterm social change on issues which
directly affect them, including childcare, housing, transportation, and
welfare. RESIST has supported several
Womens Alliance projects, and we
asked members ofthe group to provide
their perspective on the current round
of "welfare reform" proposals.

W

elfare recipients have become
the disenfranchised group most
fashionable for candidates (not only on
the Right!) to use for political capital.
Because they are already hated by many,
heavily stereotyped, and have little
political voice, they are easy targets.
The Women's Alliance, whose members
include women with low wage jobs, or
who are on welfare or disability insurance, is asking for your active help in

dispelling the lies at this crucial time of
legislative "change" on welfare issues.
As part of this article, we offer a
number of voices addressing the issue of
so-called welfare reform. Grace Ross,
staff person of the Women's Alliance,
wrote the introduction and postscript;
Lisa Sanderson, a mother of one (who
ended up on welfare when she became

pregnant, after working full time outside of the home since she was fourteen) writes about key problems with
the welfare proposals; Lauretta Billingsley, not herself a mother or on welfare,
but a concerned citizen, shares her conviction that welfare issues are relevant to
all women; Maureen Gomes writes
continued on page three

BEQUESTS

In each issue of the newsletter, we try to let readers in on some of the many useful
resources that come through our office. In most cases we try to review the book or film or
ma.nual before we include it here, but occasionally we '/I print something that just looks
good based on the PR sent with it, so please call the groups listed below far more info
before making a purchase. And ifyou ve got a resource you think other RESIST readers
should know about, please write and let us know. THANKS! And thanks to Frank
Adamr who compiled the resource column far this issue.

The FBI v. The First Amendment
In this booklet, Richard Criley, a founder of the National Committee to Abolish
HUAC, now the National Committee Against Repressive Legislation, reminds us of how
the Federal Bureau oflnvestigation serves as the nation,s "thought police.,, For years, covertly, the FBI spied on Americans without license, but since 1981 both the FBI and CIA have
the imprimatur of "legality,,. That year, Ronald Reagan, then president, issued Executive
Order 12333 authorizing the agencies to engage in secret political spying to combat foreign
"terrorism,, on U.S. soil. For a copy, write the First Amendment Foundation, 1313 W. 8th
Street, Suite 313, Los Angeles, CA 90017.

Attacks on Public Education Rebuffed
Robert Lowe and Barbara Miner, who produce the tabloid Rethinking Schools which
focuses on urban education and routinely carries the work of Herb Kohl and Jonathan
Kozol, have published a_revealing rebuttal to the false promises offered by supporters of
school voucher plans. "False Choices: Why School Vouchers Threaten Our Children,s
Future,, exposes how and why conservatives are using "choice,, as a rallying ay to attack
public education. The authors rightfully trace the origins of this reactionary movement to
Virginia in the 1950s where the state provided white students public funds to attend private
segregationist academies. Today, privately funded voucher plans are being tried in
Milwaukee, Atlanta and Little Rock. Public funds are being spent in Massachusetts,
Colorado, California and Maryland on voucher-financed private schools.
Single copies can be obtained for $3.00 plus $2.00 for postage and handling by writing
to Rethinking Schools, 1001 E. Keefe Avenue, Milwaukee, WI 53212, or can be ordered in
bulk. To order by telephone call 414-964-9646.

Reproductive Rights Revealed
Once again, activists can get a short, readable "brief' examining a complex, controversial legal decision from the Center for Constitutional Rights-this time on Planned
Parenthood v. Casey, the infamous Supreme Court decision in 1992 upholding the right of
states to impose severe restrictions on a woman's right to choose abortion. "Reflections After
Casey: Women Look at the Status of Reproductive Rights in America,, is a collection of
essays by leading reproductive rights attorneys, scholars and activists. They analyze the
court's decision and offer strategies to continue the political fight to place women's health
choices within the context of the struggle for autonomy for all women. CCR has been litigating reproductive rights cases since 1969, and argued McRae before the Supreme Court.
Authors are Vicki Alexander of New York's Community Family Planning Council,
Mary Chung and Audrey Shoji of Asian/Pacific Islanders for Choice, Rhonda Copelon of
the International Women's Human Rights Clinic at CUNY Law School, Elsa Rios of the
Committee for Hispanic Children and Families, Loretta Ross of the Center for Democratic
Renewal, Liz Schneider of Brooklyn Law School, Nadine Taub of the Women's Rights
Litigation Clinic at Rutgers law School, Rebecca Walker of the Third Wave Direct Action
Corporation, and Patricia Williams of Columbia Law School. Single copies are $1 plus
postage from CCR, 666 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10012. For special rates on bulk orders
telephone Dorothy Zellner, CCR Public Education Coordinator, 212-614-6472.

If you ate in the process of writing or
amending your Will, you might think
about leaving a set sum or a percentage
· to RESIST, Inc. Over the last year a
number of you have contacted us
directly or through a lawyer, informing
us of your decision to include us in your
Will. For all of you who took that difficult but important step of writing a
Will, and including RESIST in it, we
are most appreciative. Wills can be a
significant way of making sure the work
you support today will be around for
decades to come. And because RESIST,
Inc. is a non-profit, tax-exempt corporation, including us in your Will can help
lower or eliminate estate taxes.
When including RESIST in your
Will, please identify us as follows:
"RESIST, Inc., a Massachusetts nonprofit corporation whose principal plac.e
of business is located in Somerville,
Massachusetts." If you have any questions about including RESIST in your
Will, or if you need a copy of our tax
exempt IRS letter, please feel free to
write or call the office.
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Resls{, One Summer SI ., Somerville, MA 02143

The RESIST Newsletter is published ten
times a year by RESIST, Inc., One
Summer Street, Somerville, MA 02143.
(617) 623-5110. The views expressed in
articles, other than editorials, are those
of the authors and do not necessarily
represent the opinions of the RESIST
staff or board.
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Welfare Reform
continued from page one

from the perspective of a formerly battered woman; and Lori Crowley, also a
mother on welfare, discusses making
the sacrifice to go on welfare for the
sake of her child, and the moral poverty
of those unwilling to help each other
out, and the next generation as well.
"Welfare Reform" is becoming a
rallying cry at both local and national
levels of government. Despite the
rhetoric, this discussion has not been
about how we should support those in
our society who need it most to get out
of poverty, nor about how to restructure
our economy to support single-parent
families. The dismantling of the welfare
system in Massachusetts is serving as a
prototype for the Clinton administration to focus the disgruntled and
frustrated middle and working class on
"those lazy bums" "stealing" from the
taxpayers (although the amount of tax
money poured into the Savings and
Loan bail-out would pay for all welfare
in the United States for five years!).
Punitive proposals in Massachusetts
have taken form under the leadership
of Republican Gov. Weld and Sen.
Therese Murray (D-Plymouth), who
has been wooed by the "new democrats" in Washington. Weld's proposal
includes a complete end to AFDC,
replacing it with workfare - recipients
would be forced to ·work full time to
receive benefits, or be cut off entirely.
Sen. Murray's proposal would allow:
recipients to go to school or get job
training (as welfare presently offers); or,
an employer subsidy program in which
grants would be paid to employers to
hire recipients - the employer would
put $1.00/hour into a fund made available to the recipient only after a year; or
workfare for a little over half time; or
no welfare.
A number of proposals include a
two-year time limit on all benefits,
whether or not a recipient does workfare or is trying to finish an educational
program. Another proposal, partially
written by recipients themselves, would
supply extended Medicaid and childcare subsidies for those recipients ready
to take a "paying job". These proposals
are expected to be voted on just as this
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issue arrives in your mailbox. National
proposals are not yet specific but many
will be similar to those under discussion
here in Massachusetts.
The principle argument for punitive welfare reform is that people who
receive benefits are costing the taxpayers
money. Nationally, welfare makes up
less than two cents of every tax dollar;
in Massachusetts, about three cents
actually goes to recipients. Both of these
figures are dwarfed by the amount of
tax dollars not collected from corporations and the very rich through special
tax deductions. The other arguments
we hear are also based on misinformation - that welfare recipients are lazy
drug addicts who don't work. Parenting
is work, especially when you do it alone
with no breaks. And finally the "argument" that jobs (as opposed to welfare)
improve self-esteem not only ignores
the work of parenting, and the punitive
nature of some jobs, but misses the fact
that the worst blow to recipients' self
esteem is prejudice.
And watch the rhetoric. Forcing
recipients to find jobs assumes there are
paid jobs out there. Forcing recipients
to do community service treats them
like criminals, and has nothing to do
with "at least volunteering if they cannot find work"; this is not volunteering,
this is indentured servitude. Ami it cost
taxpayers more money in every state it has
been tried. Workfare does not "provide
recipients with valuable work experience''; studies show it does not increase
long term employability at all.
Every new regulatory program "for"
the poor costs more money in bureaucracy than it saves, and creates more
human suffering. Welfare recipients,
like the members of any social group,
make the best choices for their families
among the options available.
Perhaps the worst idea is that of
"time limited benefits." Why? The proposed two-year time limit comes from
the fact that most recipients are only on
welfare for two years or less, according
to statistics gathered in the late eighties
(i.e. when we were not in a recession).
But many end up going back to welfare
if they have daycare problems, or no
medical insurance, and their children
RESIST Newsletter

get sick.
More importantly, those who have
hidden illnesses (such as chronic fatigue
and other diseases not recognized by
disability insurance), those whose children have chronic behavior, health, or
learning problems, or women who need
more education in order to get a job
that can support their families, will end
up homeless and in the street. That
result will be incredibly expensive for
taxpayers-not to mention the moral
costs to all of us.
The final straw is the work program supported by Sen. Murray. Given
the barriers welfare recipients face in
finding and keeping a job, some kind of
incentive to employers might make
sense. But Sen. Murray's idea is to
remove a subsidy from the poor (whom
we know need it) and give it to companies who have already received significant tax breaks from Gov. Weld at taxpayers' expense. Three-fourths of
Massachusetts corporations pay the
minimum corporate tax - around
$500 per year, which is less than the
average individual!
Sen. Murray's plan is to take a
recipient's welfare check and food
stamps, and pay them to an employer.
The employer then pays them back to
the recipient in exchange for forty
hours of work a week; the employer is
only expected to pay $1 /hr into an
account that the recipient can only get
access to at the end of year. If an employer can get a worker for a dollar an
hour instead of someone else at minimum wage, taxpayers will have to pay
twice: once to the employer for the
recipient and a second time for the
unemployment check for the ex-worker.
Recipients will have no regular rights as
workers, and will have to accept. whatever treatment they get for an entire
year just to see some benefits from their
labor (those saved up dollars! - and
who gets them if the recipient, conveniently, does not finish out the year?)
This program makes no sense - it
costs jobs, spends taxpayer money, sets
recipients up as indentured servants, and
undercuts the wage scale and workers'
rights.
continued on next page
Page Three

Welfare Reform
continuedfrom page three

the children of the 50,000 families he's
pushing off AFDC, but the 1995 budget does not reflect funding for even 5
additional daycare slots.
Jobs for the 50,000 families pushed
off AFDC is another bailiwick. These
folks will have to get in line behind the
200,000 people who received unemployment in February 1994. Welfare
reform without job creation is just
putting women and children in back
alleys to die. I believe the legislators
know this but do not want the public
to have time to dearly see the state of
affairs in the Commonwealth and the
nation. Lack of money, always pointed
out when it comes to welfare, is never
an issue when there is an "entitlement"
for businesses like a recent Massachusetts industry incentive that cost
$72 million. How about tying state
business "welfare" to job creation for
the AFDC recipients on whose backs
Weld is trying to build his career?
Weld and other politicians can
enact these kind of policies, in part,
because women themselves are not clear
about where we stand on this issue.
Our economic system simply does not
allow women to have children and
enough money and time to raise them,
whether they have an outside paying
job or not. Until women realire we all
rise together or sink together, and
pledge their support to disadvantaged
women, the battle cannot be won. I
struggled myself with understanding
the circumstances that women face
when receiving AFDC. Working in the
trenches and still not being totally dear,
I can only imagine that for professional
women who do not personally know
wom~n on AFDC and their challenges,
all this must seem distant and incomprehensible. The only possible way to
develop a progressive, enlightened social
policy is for women, both workers and
mothers, to stand together.

Other bad stuff to
watch out for?
LISA SANDERSON
• Fingerprints for welfare cards:
They want to fingerprint us, like common criminals. We are not the criminals in this case, the dead beat dads are.
Why not finger print them?
• Emergency Assistance and Vendor
Payment Rent: If you use your emergency assistance in the previous year to pay
your rent, they want to automatically
deduct your rent from your check and
pay it directly to your landlord. In other
words, theyre saying we are irresponsible parents who don't know how to
manage our money. The real problem is
we are 45% to 55% below the poverty
level and don't have enough money to
manage!
• Welfare records being made public:
this would mean that anyone can see
our welfare records and figure out where
we are and how much we get. A recent
study done on Cape Cod found that
50% of women on AFDC left battering
situations. Opening our records would
mean batterers could find us and harm
and/ or kill our children and ourselves.
• Learnfare: if your child missed
more than 15 days of school in a year,
they would cut your welfare. This is
ridiculous. Lots of children miss that
many days for legitimate reasons but
learnfar~ doesn't allow exceptions.
• No exemption for mothers with
young chi/,dren. Even though a Carnegie
Foundation study released this past
April showed the importance of parenting in the first few years of a child's life,
and even though federal law supposedly
protects us - the Murray bill does not
exempt single parents of children aged
three and under from having to do
workfare or take a full time job - this
one is going to be a big battle!

What I Learned &om the
Forum We Co-sponsored
LAURETTA BILLINGSLEY
Earlier this spring, the Women's
Alliance co-sponsored a forum on welPage Four

Lisa Sanderson

fare reform at the University of Massachusetts in Boston. I was really fired
up to be part of this group. Sarah Ann
Shaw of Channel 4 was the moderator.
The other panelists were Renae Scott of
The Women's Theological Center; Ann
Withorn, faculty member at the College of Public and Community Service;
Dottie Stevens of The National Welfare
Rights Union; Sen. Dianne Wilkerson;
and Ellen Convisser of the National
Organization for Women. Sarah Ann
Shaw was more than a moderator; she
has been working on women's issues for
about 30 years.
This was a breakthrough meeting!
Women from many classes and races,
and with diverse agendas, stood up to
say they recognize this so called "welfare
reform" as punitive and as "an attack on
all women." NOW has made working
on this issue part of their national agenda. Senator Wilkerson made it clear
that to this point there has been no
support from a broad range of women's
groups, and she encouraged groups to
get on board now as the welfare reform
bills are being debated. Wilkerson,
Withorn and others stressed the point
that women with and without jobs have
many similar problems, particularly the
need for good childcare, and childcare
when a child is sick, which is not More Than 50% of Us are
addressed adequately by pending legisRunning &om Batterers!
lation. The mixed signals sent by our
society were examined in light of the MAUREEN E. GOMES
decreased budget for daycare at the
I am one of the many welfare
Massachusetts Office for Children.
~eld says he will provide daycare for mothers whose only escape out of batRESIST Newsletter
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tering was to end up on welfare. I
became homeless five years ago when I
became pregnant with my daughter and
my mother refused to keep us. Upon
entering into my first apartment, I felt
relieved; I had a home for Ashley. At
18, I met a man who became the father
of my son, and I thought things were
going to work out.
Then the abuse started. For a little
more than a year I was brutally beaten
and abused. I finally decided to leave the
situation. He retaliated by trashing the
whole apartment along with everything
I owned. I went back to salvage what I
could and he returned trying to strangle
me - only his sister's unexpected
appearance saved me and I was able to
get away. I was left with an eviction
notice, having to move, $850 worth of
damages, and many nightmares.
Now I am alone with two children.
I have an MRVP certificate (a state
housing subsidy) that has been cut so
much that I now pay more than half
my income in rent. My rent keeps
going up and it is becoming impossible
to pay all of the expenses and clothe my
children and myself with this small
income. For the time being I feel pretty
safe. My son's father is in jail for an
attempted murder on someone else.
Everyone knows he will be paroled
someday. He is up for parole now and I
am collecting letters and trying to keep
him in jail. If I fail or if he gets out
later, several problems with both welfare and the changes in the MRVP program could make me one of those gruesome statistics.
The continued loss in income for
AFDC recipients as inflation goes up,
and the cuts in the MRVP program, are
already problem enough for all of us on
AFDC and MRVP- not enough food,
etc. But what will happen for battered
women? What if we can no longer
afford ·our telephone? Not just for medical emergencies for our children, but
what if my batterer starts trying to
break down the door and I cannot call
the police?
What about his having trashed my
apartment once already? What if he
does it again? What ifl lose my housing
certificate? There is no last month's rent
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and security deposit anymore with
MRVP. If I have to move suddenly, it
would take many months to save
enough or raise enough money to
move. In my last place, the lack of
money for inspections and administration of the program meant that I finally
left because I could not get my window
locks ftxed on my basement apartment.

Welfare Reform C:Onfusing;
Welfare Bashing is Not!
LORETTA CROWLEY
I was not sure what welfare reform
really meant until I went to a hearing. I
was surprised about how much insight
there was into the situations of welfare
recipients. Everyone there brought up
new ways of looking at it.
One Senator talked at length about
fraud. I felt the legislators on the panel
stood up for us - one woman senator
brought up the fact that there was fraud
in other businesses, not even comparable to welfare fraud because it was so
much more.
I really appreciate hard work, but it
should be voluntary. A man said "I see
nothing wrong with community service". Neither do I, but we all go
through crises in our lives and recovery
is unique to each individual. I don't
know what forcing someone to do community service might do to their mental
health. It is not just a question of ablebodied, it is a question of able-minded
too. I am sure that those who are ready
will volunteer, but it needs to be the
individual's choice.
I agreed with the doctor who came
to testify, the head of pediatrics from
Boston City Hospital. He talked about
the importance of bonding between
parents and our children, the importance of raising our own children and
the importance of staying home with
our kids.
From a Christian point of view, I
would not bash welfare recipients or I
would be a hypocrite - what became
of the capability and obligation of people to give emotional support without
judgement?
I see poverty as an attitude held by
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those who do not care or are unwilling
to support their neighbors, not as our
problem just because we are short on
money. A lot of us have worked and
paid taxes, and we all have families who
are paying into the system as well.
Some people think it is their money
that is used to help welfare recipients
without considering that we have put
money into the tax system also.
If people in power want to keep
people in poverty, I still feel working to
raise one's children should be a choice.
Even though we are 45% to 55% below
the poverty level, it is a sacrifice that we
make because our priority is to be with
our children. When I hear a political
leader like Gov. Weld say to just cut
welfare off, I think "how civilized."
Now that attitude is poverty!

Government Bashes
AFDC Recipients
LISA SANDERSON
It has made me mad to listen to the
different government speakers because
they dearly have not bothered to listen
to AFDC recipients, even though there
was a series of state h~rings across the
state. They refuse to acknowledge that
being a single parent is a full-time job
- although they do if they have to hire
a childcare provider for us while we go
to work! They want to force us into
minimum wage jobs, generally less than
they will have to pay for a childcare
provider! My sister, Kim has called
every childcare place she can find and
they all want over $100 per week and
will not even take her son because
Matthew is less than two and a half
years old. What will they do for children like mine who are 15 months old?
The Director of the Athol Community Development Corporation has
talked at length about how bad it is for
your self-esteem and self-respect to be
unemployed and sitting around at
home all the time not doing anything;
he said that was his experience of being
unemployed. He must not have a child
(at least not alone) because I don't find
I have time to sit around watching soap
continued on page nine

Page Five

The Invasion of Massachusetts:
A Case Study of Stealth Politics
occurred since the late 1980's. It is not
spontaneous; it is in large part the result
of strategic planning and coordinated
This artide is adapted from a talk Dr. activism at the national level by the
Hardi.sty gave in Boston on November political right.
8, 1993 at a forum on current offenIn 1989-90, an exhibition of phosives by the Right. The forum was tographs by the late Robert Maporganized by the Reproducti.ve Rights plethorpe at The Institute of ContemNati.onal Network. She thanks Judith porary Art in Boston drew the ire of a
Glaubman (staff person at Politi.cal right-wing coalition known as the First
Research Associates) for her assistance Amendment Common Sense Alliance
with this adaptati.on.
(FACS). FACS was a group oflocal people, many of whom served as the Massachusetts representatives of national
assachusetts is generally thought right-wing organizations. Phyllis
to be a politically liberal state. Its Schlafly's Eagle Forum was represented,
Senators and even many of its members as was Beverly LaHaye's Concerned
of Congress tend to be more liberal than Women for America, Rev. Donald
representatives from many other states Wildmon's American Family Associaand Massachusetts' social welfare poli- tion, and the right-wing of the Catholic
cies were, for many years, looked to as a Church. They objected, in press confermodel for other states. Unfortunately, ences and on picket lines, to the homowe who live here know that the state erotic content of some of Mappleoften does not live up to its reputation. thorpe's photographs. Despite their
For many years it was the home of the efforts, FACS was not able to close, or
John Birch Society, it has had active even disrupt, the Mapplethorpe exhibit
KKK representation, the Catholic and the group seemed to lack a wideChurch has at times exerted a powerful spread base, or political clout.
conservative influence, and Boston has a
But this was before the harshest
well-known history of racial bigotry.
phase of Massachusetts' economic recesAccurate or not, Massachusetts' sion, and before the "second phase" of
image as a liberal state makes its recent Christian Right organizing. In 1989, at
invasion by the Christian Right more the time of the Mapplethorpe exhibit,
than a little alarming. In the spring of the fundamentalist Right had been
1994, there were more than 28 com- stunned by the scandals of televangelists
munities in Massachusetts facing chal- Jimmy Swaggart and Jim and Tammy
lenges to sex education or AIDS educa- Bakker and was dubious about George
tion in their schools, and nine more · Bush's commitment to their cause
that are rumored to face such chal- (especially when compared with the
lenges. The small town of Sutton in wholehearted support provided by
Worcester County is the site of a prece- Ronald Reagan). Pat Robertson had
dent-setting lawsuit brought by Pat failed in his bid for the Republican
Robertson's American Center for Law nomination in 1988, and Jerry Falwell's
and Justice to force the town to rent Moral Majority had folded. It was not
public school facilities to the New surprising that the Christian Right had
Hope Christian Fellowship. Tax revolt only limited success in attacking the
fever has a rightist political content, traveling Mapplethorpe show.
anti-immigrant sentiment is escalating,
The remarkable surge in Christian
and English-only campaigns gain Right activism across the country, howmomentum daily. This "invasion'' has ever, makes it clear that the Christian

JEAN HARDISTY
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Right has rebounded from this temporary slump. The key to its revitalization
is the redirection of its political energy
from the national stage to grassroots
organizing, a strategy that was reinforced w_h en Clinton won the 1992
election, tempering the Right's political
influence at the national level. Much of
the credit for this redirection goes to
Pat Robertson and his Christian Coalition, which is led by a fervent young
political operative named Ralph Reed.
In 1988 Reed and Pat Robertson
vowed to mobilize 175,000 activists
from the pool of 1.8 million donors
captured by Robertson's failed presidential campaign. The purpose was to field
candidates for electoral positions that
are generally of low interest and low
turnout, such as local school boards,
town councils, and library committees;
and to mount local and state-wide initiatives such as the anti-gay campaigns
currently being organized in as many as
ten states. The key strategy is to downplay the religious affiliation of candidates running in these elections, as well
as the religious basis for anti-gay initiatives. It was Ralph Reed himself who
described the strategy as stealth politics.
The Christian Coalition has
become an invaluable resource for
stumbling local groups such as the
FACS coalition in Massachusetts, providing training, materials, advice, access
to legal help, political guidance, and a
network of contacts with other rightwing sources of support. But the Christian Coalition is not the only national
organization underwriting local organizing across the country. In Massachusetts, for instance, local efforts are
often coordinated by the Pilgrim Family Institute, the local manifestation of
the Colorado Springs-based Focus on
the Family (FOF). With its budget of
$70-90 million, FOF publishes nine
magazines for adults and youth, conducts seminars, packages radio broadcasts heard on 1500 radio stations, and
May/June, 1994

publishes a curriculum package titled subterfuge, lying, intimidation, and mote a mutual search for solutions,
"Life on the Edge: Preparing for the .legal maneuvering. Playing on parents' defend the separation of church and
fears for their children, religious right state, prevent scapegoating, build coaliChallenges of Adulthood.''
FOF is a big gun - the sort of activists distribute flyers with inaccurate tions, and counter the racism that is
support that can elevate a local, ama- "statistical findings," name targeted often implicit in the Christian Right's
teur group such as FACS to effective- community individuals in the press and view of the United States. Too often in
ness and influence. It is in large part the in flyers to intimidate them, use legal the past progressives have been caught
back-up resources of the larger, national maneuvers, threats, and lawsuits to off guard by an unexpected attack from
Christian Right organizations that harass school boards and committees, the Right (such as recent anti-gay ballot
account for the current success of the and "educate'' parent's about secret plots initiatives across the country) and have
Christian Right in Massachusetts and by teachers and local school boards to been forced to respond hastily. An
undermine their children's moral values. important weakness in hasty responses
in other states.
Another explanation lies in the
"new" issues targeted by the Right. Sev•
eral key right-wing issues of the 1980's
The key strategy is to downplay the religi,ous affiliation
have been either widely accepted as pubof
candidates
running in these elections, as well as the religi,ous
lic policy (e.g., the death penalty) or are
basis for anti-gay initiatives. It was Ralph Reed himself
in abeyance (e.g., communism). The
right is now returning to its dependable
who described the strategy as stealth politics.
"family" themes, accentuating their
•
Christian content, repackaging them for
the nineties. The overarching pro-family They often claim to represent large is that the coalition built to mount the
theme now encompasses attacks on
numbers of parents ("A majority of par- response is often narrowly focussed on
homosexuality, New Age "religion," and
ents agree with us that ... ") when their the "emergency" created by the Right.
liberal reforms in school curricula, such
numbers are actually very small. When
Equally important, vital members
as cooperative learning (students workthey are exposed, they label their detrac- of any progressive coalition - people
ing in teams on independent projects),
tors "McCarthyites."
of color, women, and low-income peopeer mediation, and sex education,
There are contradictions and chal- ple - are often excluded from leaderAIDS education, and condom distribulenges in opposing the Christian Right's ship positions as those perceived to have
local organizing. We must recognize the necessary skills and resources to
tion, which are viewed as the most
that school boards are sometimes elitist sway public opinion "take charge." A
extreme examples of the takeover of the
in their decison-making and resistant to more desirable defense against the
schools by "secular humanists."
input from parents. Also, the social Right is a strong, broadly-based, standAttacks on these specific targets are
"nerve" tapped by religious Right orga- ing coalition built around a progressive
the vehicles for the demonization of libnizing - parents' fears and a pervasive vision of social justice that is able to
erals, and especially feminists. This
sense of national drift - is genuine. organize a grassroots constituency in
strategy - to advance a culture war,
These issues are ripe for manipulation; more than simply defensive anti-Right
sometimes quietly and sometimes rauthe challenge to progressives is to campaigns. It is important not to give
cously, in school board meetings and
respond to them with constructive solu- up on this goal in the face of the
city council discussions, by stealth foltions and accurate information. Of extremely difficult organizing climate
lowers trained by the larger national
course, the religious (and secular) Right faced by progressives in the 1990's.
organizations - is the key to the curmust first be unmasked. Not only their
rent success of the religious Right in
hidden agenda, but also the connec- Countering the Right
local settings across the country. For
tions between right-wing activism . in
In promoting this sort of progresinstance, in the case of the Right's
the schools, tax revolt organizing, anti- sive response, there are hard-learned
attack on the schools, People for the
gay initiatives, welfare "reform," and rules that should be attended - cauAmerican Way has documented 347
anti-immigrant campaigns, among oth- tionary points to provide some guidattempts at censorship in 44 states durers, must be demonstrated.
ance in the work of countering the
ing the 1992-93 school year.
Exposing the lies that underlie the Right. First, it is helpful to distinguish
Right's quick-fix solutions helps the the leaders from the followers.
Tactics of Subterfuge
average concerned person see their Although sometimes the followers are
and Intimidation
opportunism and manipulation for more zealous and irrational than the
The tactics used by local right-wing
activists in Massachusetts are similar to what it is. But exposure is not enough. leaders, more often the opposite is the
those used in other states. These tactics There must also be a corresponding case; the followers are not as fanatical
movement on the part of progressive and/ or bigoted as the leaders. It is
are a frightening aspect of Christian
Right organizing because they rely on people to explain, educate, and procontinued on next page
¼L 3. #5
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Stealth Politics
continuedfrom page seven

important to look at the methods of
manipulation, fearmongering, misinformation, and scapegoating used by the
leaders, and the effect of these techniques on the followers, when confronting the Right's campaigns. Followers usually are not full-time right-wing
activists and often have been drawn
into the campaign by a single issue or a
single leader.

ask Who benefits? This question can
open new insights when studying or
fighting the Right. Often we do not pay
enough attention to the ultimate outcomes of the policies promoted by the
Right - the effects of single-issue or
local campaigns on the larger issue of
the distribution of wealth, power and
control. Even when it is not possible to
determine whether these outcomes are
intended or unintended (a complex

•
This strategy - to advance a culture war, sometimes quietly
and sometimes raucously, in school board meetings and city council
discussions, by stealth followers trained by the larger national
organiza,tions - is the key to the current success ofthe
religi.ous Right in local settings across the country.

•
Second, it is tempting to be drawn
into anti-religious language when you
are confronted by the use of religion as
a political weapon. Unmasking the sinister contradiction between the open
agenda and the hidden agenda of the
· religious Right can lead to the incorrect
conclusion that all religious activism is
anti-democratic. But it is crucial to
remember that it is not religion itself
that is the source of the Right's selfrighteousness, but a narrow-minded
fundamentalist perspective promoted
with evangelistic fanaticism. Anti-religious bigotry, an insult to religious
allies, is a serious detriment in fightthe-right work.
Third, in responding to the religious and secular Right, we must always
be conscious of the disproportionate
harm done by the Right to society's
most vulnerable people. Quite often
local initiatives mounted by the Right
become struggles among middle class
white people, clashing over the local
school curriculum for example, while
race and class stratifications conspire to
keep other parents, whose children are
equally effected by that battle, voiceless
and powerless to have a say. Most
important, when the Right's attacks
undermine the public school system
and promote the privatization of education, we must be aware that this is an
attack on equal opportunity.
Finally, I always try to remember to
Page Eight

question of motivation and consciousness that may vary among participants),
it is important to address not only the
substance of the campaign (e.g., prayer
in the schools) but the implications of
that policy for the distribution of power
and influence within a pluralistic, secular society. The question Who benefits?
often helps remind us that the culture
war is not just about Pat Robertson; it
is also about those in whose service Pat
Robertson works.
It is safe to say that the religious
Right's local-level stealth campaigns will
intensify before another sector of the
Right emerges to seize media attention,
and the culture war transforms into
another form of political struggle. There
will be more and more candidates
trained to run for local office. These
candidates will become increasingly
sophisticated, learning to avoid jargon
and techniques that telegraph their
agenda. But the extremism and fanaticism of the attacks on liberals, feminists,
civil rights leaders, and other "special
interest groups" will continue as a centerpiece of the Right's politics of resentment. The country may feel disoriented
and adrift, but the religious and secular
Right is focused, organized, and funded.
It is a dangerous form of denial to
underestimate their potential.
•

RFSOURCES
The Sex Information and Education Council of the United States
(SIECUS) has produced a guide entitled "Community Action Kit: An
Information Pack to Support Comprehensive Sexuality Education." The
Kit contains strategic suggestions fur
community organi2ing; analyzes and
reviews both comprehensive and
abstinence only, fuar-based programs;
and includes information adaptable
for hand-outs. For more information,
conctact SEICUS, 130 West 42nd
St., Suite 2500, New York, NY
10036, or call (212) 819-9770.
The Institute for First Amendment Studies has produced "Challenging the Religious Right: The
Activist's Handbook." This 280-page
handbook, commissioned by the Ms.
Foundation, provides bac.kground on
the rise of the religious Right and
strategies for combatting their restrictive agenda. To order, contact the
Ms. Foundation, 141 Fifth Ave., 6S,
New York, NY, 10010 or call (212)353-8580.
People for the American Way
maintains a state-by-state update of
radical Right activities, entitled "The
Radical Right's Grassroots Agenda."
Contact Mary Jean Collins, People
for the American Way, 2000 M St,
NW, Washington, DC. 20036, or
call (202) 467-4999.

These resources were compiled by
The ProChoice Resource Center
which puts out a great newsletter,
"The ProChoice Idea. .. To contact
them, write, Pro Choice Resource
Center, 174 East Boston Post Rd.,
Mamaroneck, NY, 10543, or call
(914) 381-3792.

Directors of Political Research Associates, a Cambridge-based research center that has monitored the political
right wing since 1981. A list of PRA's
extensive publications can be obtained
by writing to: Political Research Associates, 678 Massachusetts Ave., Suite
702, Cambridge, MA 02139, or calling (617) 661-9313. PRA also mainJean Hardisry is the former Director tains a library ofprimary and secand current Chair of the Board of ondary material on the right wing.
R.l!""'SIST Newsletter
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In Memoriam
RESIST regrets to note the deaths of two gay
men who have contributed enormously to
work for justice, dignity and liberation. We
will miss both housing and community development activist Peter Medoff, and filmmaker
and teacher Marlon lugg.s. In the next issue
we will include a longer tribute to Medoff,
who was a ftiend to RESIST staff and board
members, as well as a long-time participant in
the Boston-area movement for socialjustice.

•
Marlon Riggs died on April 5th, at the
age of 37, after living with AIDS for five
years. Riggs' work was bold, passionate, and
imbued with his sense of style. His 1988
documentary "Tongues Untied," c.elebrated
Black gay li.fe, and explored the painful realities of racism within the gay community as
well as homophobia from the Black community. The film broke new ground in
placing Black gay experience center stage,
and in so doing it became a symbol in the
fight over artistic freedom and government
funding of the arts.
Riggs produced several other awardwinning films including "Color Adjustment" exploring the representation of rac.e
in prime-time television; and "Ethnic
Notions," which looked at racial stereotyping over 150 years of popular culture. At
the time of his death, Riggs was completing
"Black Is ... Black Ain't," a documentary
about identity within Black communities.
Riggs was born into a military family
in Texas, and moved first to Georgia as a
teenager, and then to Germany, where he
went to high school. He studied history at
Harvard, and journalism at the University
of California at Berkeley. In 1987, he
began teaching at Berkeley, and in 1992,
became one of the university's youngest
tenured professors in arts and humanities.
In an article in the San Francisco
Chronicle, Vivian Kleiman, Riggs' co-producer on "Color Adjustment," said "He
didn't believe that we should all speak with
an eloquent, mellifluous, standardized PBS
voice - but rather that we each find our
individual voic.e, rooted in the specifics of
personal experienc.e." "Marlon's gift was his
ability to weave together so many disparate
elements and aspects of himself into his
work," said poet Essex Hemphill.
Poetry and dance, sex and art, gave
"Tongues Untied" its power, and brought
down the wrath of Christian fundamentalists and Senator Jesse Helms, who used the
documentary to galvanize efforts to slash
¼L 3, #5

arts funding at all levels. The Rev. Donald
Wildmon began a national campaign
against broadcasting the film, which was
named best documentary at the 1990
Berlin International Film Festival.
Patrick Buchanan stole clips from the
film, inserting them into his presidential
campaign ads accusing the Bush administration and the National Endowment for the
Arts of abusing government funds. In a
New York Times op-ed piec.e, Riggs blasted
Buchanan for copywrite infringement and
wrote, "Because my film affirms the lives
and dignity of Black gay men, conservatives
have found it a convenient target."
Ironically, while the religious Right
used Riggs' work to divide people and fuel
the "culture wars," Riggs himself was motivated by a desire for inclusion. He sought
feedback from everyone he worked with,
and "wanted to bridge the gap between the
white and Black communities, the male
and female communities, and the straight
and gay communities," according to colleague and film editor Deborah Hoffman.
His lover, Jack Vinc.ent, is white, and Riggs
confronted the question of interracial relationships daily in his life and his work.
Riggs was also a writer and performer,
and brought all his energy to everything he
did. "One minute he was this dry academic
using billiondollar words, and the next
minute he'd be dancing down the hallway,"
said Hoffman. Michele W allac.e, writing in
the Village Voice, says Riggs was a "flame
turned up high ... He was burning up."
W allac.e, who was profiled for "Black Is ...
Black Ain't," understood that in everything
he did, Riggs was asking "When are Black
folks going to get hip to AIDS, to homophobia, and the beauty of Black gay life?
When are Black folks going to get hip to
how little time there is to death?"
In a paper delivered at the Dia Center
for the Arts' Conferenc.e on Black Popular
Culture, Riggs told the audienc.e, "Miss Girl
must now abandon your/her stage. Indeed,
she suspects she has overstayed her welcome. But what bona fide queen conforms
to expected time limits? Before he/she tosses
his/her tiara to the next diva in the wings, I
ask you - no, beg- no, demand: a little
more realness from each of us. Please."
As filmmaker Isaac Julien said, "The
Queen is dead, long live the Queen."
•

Material for this tribute gathered from articles
in The San Francisco Chronicle and The Village

Marlon Riggs, talking with Henry Louis Gates at
the Dia Center for the Am conference on Black

Popular Culture in 1991.
Photo: Brian Palmer, Impact Vuuals.

Welfare Reform
continuedfrom page five

operas and eating bonbons all day.
I must have spent a few days asking
everyone I knew how their self-esteem
and self-respect was going. My comparison between folks out on the job and
us at home (on the job) was not noticeably different. He clearly has not had
jobs where he was treated really badly
all the time like many of us. My sense
of responsibility and self-esteem is a
hundred percent more since I have been
a mother than for the eleven years
before that when I worked fony hours
per week.
I wonder why they think childcare
providers are better for our children
than we are? What about the added
costs when you take an outside job for work clothes, supply of diapers,
wipes, etc. for the childcare place, and
for transportation to get back and forth
to work and the childcare place? And
what about sick leave, well appointments, etc. for your child as well as
yourself?
I was struck by one woman's story
of having to leave her husband when he
tried to force feed their child her vomit
after she threw up at the dinner table.
How many of us come from battering
situations or abusive homes and ended
up on welfare? Then we get battered by
the welfare system. I am really tired of
having to get up and fight to show it is
important for me to stay home with my
child and that parenting is work. Why
continued on next page
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Welfare Reform
continued.from page nine

is it okay in a two parent family tor a
mother to stay home without any questions but not me?

IN JESUS' NAME:
THE POLITICS OF BIGOTRY
A Five•part Radio Documentary
Produced by Barbara Bem•teln

What do the Pope, the
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Canadian Government
and the Wages for Housework Campaign have
in common?
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GRACE ROSS
The Pope and the Canadian Government just came out publicly in support of paying women for the work
they do raising children - something
that women activists have been fighting
for for a long time. But just like in these
cases, the MA and U.S. government are
behind most developed countries.
Statistics show one in four children
in the U.S. live in poverty part of their
lives. Our responsibility as a civilized
society is the end of POVERTY as we
know it, not the end of welfare. Initiatives like universal healthcare, increased
minimum wage {up to the poverty
level!), decent and affordable daycare
for all (like in many European countries), a family stipend {like in many
European countries) and pay for
women's work raising children {like
Canadian government has at least recognized the need for) would go a long
way to getting not only welfare recipients but all families, out of poverty.
And it would give dignity to all. Please
help us. We need your support now.
Call your U.S. representative and senator and President Clinton and ask them
to oppose two-year time limits on welfare and other punitive measures. In
Massachusetts we need your calls to
state representatives and senators. Tell
them, if nothing else, that even if you
are not on welfare, you are morally
opposed to punishing the poor. No to
arbitrary time limits! No to workfare!
No to Murray's tax supported, work
support/privatization program!
Want to help more? Want to know
more? Write the Women's Alliance, 46
Pratt St., Framingham, MA 01701, or
call us at 508-872-8714
•

•

'(Jo~f/{ ,

.

·

·. .
9 , ~1

)

IN JESUS' NAME: THE POLITICS OF BIGOTRY, an awardwinning five-part radio documentary series, is an in-depth
investigation of the Christian Risht. These half-hour programs
provide an inside look at the motivation, strategies and agenda of
this powerful political force. Producer Barbara Bernstein has
gained rare access to Christian Right leadership and captures
revealing moments as they talk with each other and their followers.
The series explores in particular the 1992 anti-gay ballot initiatives
in Oregon and Coloracfo and shows how those campaigns were only
a foreshadowing of a much larger and far-reaching agenda.
Wilmer of the 1994 National Federation of Community Broadcasters Golden
Reel Award
Copies of IN fESUS NAME: THE POLmCS OF BIGOTRY are available for
S25from:

FEATHER & FIN PRODUCTIONS
1214 SE Flavel Street
Portland, Oregon 97202
(503) 235-2623

SUPPORT THE LEONARD PELTIER DEFENSE COMMITTEE
SUBSCRIBE TO SPIRIT OF CRAZY HORSE
THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE LPDC

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: $10/YEAR, $20/YEAR INTERNATIONAL
$5/YEAR FOR SENIORS, FREE FOR PRISONERS
SEND CHECK/MO PAYABLE TO CRAZY HORSE SPIRIT

4

~

LEONARD PELTIER DEFENSE COMMITTEE
P.O. BOX 583 LAWRENCE, KS 66044
(913) 842-5774 FAX: (913) 842-5796
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continued from page twelve

Rockland Lesbian and
Gay Alliance

P.O. Box 549
Nyack, NY 10960
Rockland Lesbian and Gay Alliance
(RLGA) was founded one year ago in an
area with almost no visible gay and lesbian
presence. Rockland County is a very conservative suburban community of over
265,000 people encompassing five towns
and 35 villages on the west bank of the
Hudson River. Over 100 people attended
the first meeting, and committees are now
working on developing telephone info and
referral services; peer support; youth services; and a speakers' bureau. The group
aims to develop a sense of community
among lesbians and gay men in the County,
and to eleminate prejudice and discrimination based on sexual orientation. A particular goal is to assist lesbian and gay youth.
This spring the group co-sponsored the
second "invisible youth" conference at
Dominican College on the topic '½.ddressing the Myths of Sexual Orientation: Skills
and Strategies for Youth-Serving Professionals." Eventually RLGA hopes to raise funds
for a gay and lesbian community center, and
to conduct extensive public education and
awareness campaigns in the local media.
RESIST's grant was used to publicize
TRUST, a new support group fur gay and
lesbian high school students. Ads were
placed in 15 high school newspapers in the
county. To do its youth support work,
RLGA is working with CANDLE, a group
combatting drug use among young people.
CANDLE recognizes that gay and lesbian
youth are at particular risk for substance
abuse. The two groups worked with four
students who selected the name, and who
define TRUST as "a social and educational
group for teenagers interested in learning
more about discovering one's sexual orientation." Topics addressed in the group include
issues important to all teens, as well as coming out, gay history, and dealing with homophobia in school.
The organizing spearheaded by RLGA
has led to considerable anti-bay backlash in
the County, with letters-to-the-editor frequently denoucing the "gay agenda." RLGA
anticipates further challenges from the Right
as lesbians and gays become more visible in
the community, and is working closely with
other gay rights, AIDS, and peace and jus-
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rice activists to ensure solidarity in the face
of such threats.

The Media Project
{Democracy Media Committee)
P.O. Box 82777
Port/,a,nd, OR 97282.
The Media Project was founded in
1974 as an advocacy and support organization for independent video and filmmakers.
The organization has served its members
and the community at large with workshops
and classes, a newsletter, Printed Matter,
screenings and speakers, a distribution service, and a multicultural film festival. The
Project was forced by economic circumstances to shut down in 1990, and is currently reestablishing itself with a focus on
social action video production and distribution. Last year the Media Project co-sponsored, with KBOO radio, the production
and distribution of"Fighting for Our
Lives," an organizing videotape to help
fight the anti-gay Ballot Measure 9.
This year the Media Project created a
new committee, Democracy Media, specifically to produce media designed to oppose
bigotry and support human rights struggles
around the region. The committee developed out of organizing work during the
Measure 9 campaign, and includes members
of the Rural Organizing Project, the State
Commission on Hispanic Affairs, People of
Faith Against Bigotry, PFIAG, the Rainbow
Coalition, and others. The group hopes to
assist in the production of film, video, and
radio projects that address peace, civil rights,
economic justice, lesbian and gay, and
women's issues, and that can be used as
organizing tools.
Currently the project is producing two
video tapes to counter the hate propoganda
being produced by Christian Right groups
that target gay men and lesbians. The tapes ·
are geared toward an audience that is unfamiliar with and prejudiced against gays. The
first tape is a direct response to the rightwing video "The Gay Agenda" and discredits myths such as the concept that civil
rights are "special rights" and that lesbians
and gays "recruit children." The second tape
explores the Christian Righc>s agenda, which
attempts to undermine the democratic
rights of all of us.
RESIST's recent grant was used for the
distribution of "In Jesus's Name: The Poli-

RESIST Newsletter

tics of Bigotry" a five-part radio documentary series about the Christian Right The

five half-hour programs, produced by Media
Project member and independent radio producer, Barbara Bernstein, provide an inside
look at the motivation, strategies, and agenda of this powerful political force. The programs recently received a "Golden Reel
Award" from the National Federation of
Community Broadcasters," and are being
distributed to grassroots human rights
alliances that are organizing to oppose the
activities of the Christian Right

Leadenhip Development/

Non-VIOience Training
An intensive program of leadership development and non-violenc.e
training for community organizers
and activists will be hdd August 69th in Northern California. The
program includes meetings with key
community organizations in the Bay
Area, examination of nonviolent
social change theory, skillsharing
workshops, and discussion of parti.cipan ts' successess and challenges in
organizing work.
The cost for the week-long program is $275-$375 on a sliding scale,
including housing, food, travel, and
materials. Some scholarship assistance is available. Childcare is available if arranged in advance.
Sponsoring organizations are: The
National Coalition to End Barrio
Warfare/Barrios U nidos, which has
been working with young people in
Latino communities affected by gang
violence since 1976; and The
Resourc.e Center for Nonviolenc.e,
also active since 1976, promoting
active nonviolence as a furce fur personal and social change.
Spac.e is limited. The deadline for
applications is June 30th. For more
information, contact the Resourc.e
C.enter for Nonviolence, 515 Broadway, Santa Cruz, CA 95060, or call
(408) 423-1626.
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In each issue ofthe newsletter we
highlight a .few recent grants nuuk to
groups around the country. In this issue
we are highlighting grants to groups
working on lesbian and gay issues, in
honor ofthe 25th anniversary ofthe
Stonewall Ri.ot in New York City, an
event seen as the beginning ofthe most
recent wave ofactivism for lesbian and
gay liberation. The information in
these briefreports is provided by the
groups themselves. For farther information, please write to them at the
addresses included here.

Austin Lesbian Avengers
44 East Avmue, Suite 300
Austin, TX 7870 I
The Lesbian Avengers is a national
organization, founded in New York City
in 1992, on principles of equal participation, consensus, and coalition building.
There are now 17 ch~pters around the
country. The Austin chapter was established
in 1993, and was at the forefront of the
highly publicized dyke march at the 1993
March on Washington. Some 2000 lesbians
participated in the march, an unprecedented
level of visibility for lesbians and lesbian
issues.
Austin Lesbian Avengers (AIA) exists
in order to draw attention to issues vital to
lesbian survival and visibility through direct
action. At the regional level, when a conservative delegation of homophobes tried to
stop construction of a gay and lesbian community center in Ocean Springs, Mississippi, AIA responded with other Southern
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activists by organizing the first lesbian and
gay pride march ever held in Mississippi
(September, 1993). Locally, AIAhas
become a recognized presence in transforming local politics. Beginning with a wheatpasting campaign to publicize Lesbian Herstory Month, AIA joined a coalition of
other activists to install a billboard in front
of a local military base protesting the ban on
gay people in the military. And, in an action
that received state-wide and national press,
eleven AIA members were arrested in May
for protesting the state legislature's failure to
repeal Texas's sodomy statute. The activists
interrupted the legislative session with
airhoms and banners reading "Homophobia
Stinks" and "Legalize Lesbian Sex."
AIA was instrumental in lobbying the
Austin City Council to extend spousal benefits to domestic partners of city employees.
Now local religious/conservative groups are
attempting to overturn the domestic partnership registry, and AlA is involved in
ongoing actions to thwart that attempt For
example, the Concerned Texans, a local conservative organization, is trying to force the
city council to adopt a heterosexist definition of the family. AIA organized a counter
rally to protest this effort to deny civil rights
to lesbian and gay partners and families.
RESIST's recent grant to AlA was used
to support the Lesbian Pride Ride, an event
the group is sponsoring in collaboration
with other activists across the South. A caravan of vehicles will leave Austin and travel to
New York City to join the celebration of the
25th Anniversary of the Stonewall rebellion
at New York's Gay Pride march in June.
Along the way, lesbians will join the march
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and stage actions at a number of sites
including: Vidor, Texas to protest housing
discrimination; Ovitt, Mississippi to support
the Sister Spirit camp run by two lesbians;
Atlanta, Georgia to advocate for the inclusion of lesbians and other women in health
research and funding; Durham, N.C. to
protest racist, sexist, and homophobic initiatives there; and Virginia, to protest the court
ruling declaring a lesbian mother unfit to
parent her child.
The Pride Ride is intended not only
to raise awareness and galvanize support
for lesbian and gay liberation, but to build
lasting coalitions with Southern activists,
and celebrate the diversity of the lesbian
community.

Smoky Mountain Gay and
Lesbian Support
200I Highlander Wily
New Market, TN 37820

Smoky Mountain Gay and Lesbian
Support (SMGLS) was formed in 1992 to
assist in and foster the development of support systems for gay men and lesbians living
in rural areas of central Appalachia. The
main purpose of the group is to provide a
safe and supportive attnosphere in a region
where many gays and lesbians have been
threatened by violence, and where most are
very isolated. Many of the members have
never been involved in any gay or lesbian
organization before, and know little about
gay/lesbian history or culture. Many grew
up in fundamentalist families and have not
been able to envision options other than
those espoused by their churches and
families.
The group hopes to become a force for
Join the Resist Pledge Program
1 political and social change through the forWe'd like you to consider becoming a D Yes! I would like to become a Resist: mation of political action groups, and by
Resist Pledge. Pledges account for over Pledge. I'd like to pledge$_ _ _ _ / 1 responding to the smearing of gays and les250Jo of our income .. By becoming a _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (monthly , bi- bians in local media. In addition, the group
will serve as a resource center on gay and lespledge, you help guarantee Resist a monthly, quarterly, 2x a year, yearly).
bian issues. SMGLS is planning a regional
fixed and dependable source of income
Enclosed is my pledge contribution
on which we can build our grant making of $
conference to focus on the political agenda
program. In return, we will send you a
----of the Right in the South. The group is also
monthly pledge letter and reminder,
I can't join the pledge program just planning several workshops to focus on
along with your newsletter. We will now, but here's a contribution to sup- domestic partner issues, rural gay organizkeep you up-to-date on the groups we port your work. $_ _ _ __
ing, and fundraising. RESIST's recent grant
have funded, and the other work being Name _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
was used to purchase and maintain a photodone at Resist. So take the plunge and
copier and to upgrade the group's computer.
become a Resist Pledge! We count on .Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
you, and the groups we fund count on City /State/Zip _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Grants continued on page eleven
us .
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